
  

SEDIMENT CLEANUP 
STANDARD 

 

Set as Close as Practicable 
to Sediment Cleanup 
Objective based on 

Technical Possibility & Net 
Environmental Benefit 

  

 

 

 

 

   

Establishing Sediment Cleanup Standards 

SMS Cleanup Screening Level 
Lowest of: 

Benthos and OTRBDS Criteria1
 

WAC 173-204-562 through -563 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upper Tier 
 

Maximum Allowable Level 
WAC 173-204-560(4) 

 

 

 

 

 

Highest of: 

 

 

Effects-Based 
   WAC 173-204-560(4)(a) 

 

SMS Regional 
Background 

WAC 173-204-200, -560(4)(b) 
 

 

PQL  

 

 

Lowest of: 

Human Health Risk 10
-5

 

WAC 173-204-561(3)(a) and (3)(b) 

 
 

Ecological Risk Narrative 
WAC 173-204-564 

 

 

Other State, Federal 
Regulations 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lower Tier 
 

Sediment Cleanup Objective 
WAC 173-204-560(3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highest of: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Effects-Based 
WAC 173-204-560(3) 

 

MTCA Natural 
Background 

WAC 173-340-200, 
WAC 173-204-560(3)(b) 

 
PQL WAC 173-204-

560(3)(c) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lowest of: 

SMS Sediment Quality 
Standard Lowest of: Benthos 

and OTRBDS Criteria 
WAC 173-204-562 and -563 

 

Human Health Risk 10-6
 

WAC 173-204-561(2)(a) through 
(2)(d) 

 

Ecological Risk Narrative 
WAC 173-204-564 

 

 

Other State, Federal 
Regulations 

 

 

 

 

1    Applies to the current benthic marine chemical and biological criteria as well as the 
proposed freshwater benthic chemical and biological criteria. 
OTRBDS = Other Toxic, Radioactive, Biological, and Deleterious Substances 
PQL = Practical Quantitation Limit 

 

 


